
Mobile Ham RadioðIs It Legal? 

California radio amateurs, including 

RACES members, are now prohibited from 

holding and operating a handheld wireless 

telephone or electronic communications 

device (such as an HT) while driving, un-
less it is mounted on the vehicleôs wind-

shield or affixed to a dashboard or center 

console in a way that does not hinder the 

individualôs view of the road, according to 

Assembly Bill 1785. A motorist can only 

use his or her hand to activate or deactivate 

a feature or function on the device that re-
quires a single swipe or tap. Systems in-

stalled by manufacturers and embedded in 

the vehicle are exempted from this law. 

The law modifies previous policy, which 

stated that any person operating a motor 

vehicle cannot use a wireless electronic 
device to write, send, or read text-based 

communication, except through voice-

operated and hands-free features. 

In my opinion, the new law is quite 

clear that we radio amateurs cannot hold 

and operate an HT (Motorola trademark, 

commonly and improperly used for refer-
ring to all brands of handheld radios) while 

driving. Unfortunately, the new law may 

be interpreted as preventing a ham from 

pressing a PTT switch on a handheld mi-

crophone connected to a mounted mobile 

radio while driving. By careful reading of 

the law, my interpretation is that using a 
mobile radio might be legal. However, in-

terpretations might vary between officers 

and even judges, so be aware when using 

your mobile radio that you might be pulled 

over by an officer who has an interpreta-
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tion different than yours or mine. 

An article in the January 20th edition 

of the Orange County Register quoted Tino 

Olivera, a California Highway Patrol of-
ficer, who said, ñThe recent law only ap-

plies to cellphones.ò He said that hams can 

still use their radios. However, I still say 

that the new law explicitly prevents the use 

of handheld radios. Letôs carefully examine 

the new law, and see what you think. 

Section 23123.5 is added to the Vehicle 

Code, to read: 

23123.5. (a) A person shall not drive a 

motor vehicle while holding and operating a 

handheld wireless telephone or an electron-

ic wireless communications device unless 

the wireless telephone or electronic wireless 

communications device is specifically de-

signed and configured to allow voice-

operated and hands-free operation, and it is 

used in that manner while driving. 

(b) This section shall not apply to manu-

facturer-installed systems that are embed-

ded in the vehicle. 

(c) A handheld wireless telephone or 

electronic wireless communications device 

may be operated in a manner requiring the 

use of the driverôs hand while the driver is 

operating the vehicle only if both of the fol-

lowing conditions are satisfied: 

(1) The handheld wireless telephone or 

electronic wireless communications device 

is mounted on a vehicleôs windshield in the 

same manner a portable Global Positioning 

System (GPS) is mounted pursuant to para-

graph (12) of subdivision (b) of Section 

26708 or is mounted on or affixed to a vehi-

cleôs dashboard or center console in a man-

ner that does not hinder the driverôs view of 

the road. 

(2) The driverôs hand is used to activate 

or deactivate a feature or function of the 
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Captainôs Corner Continued from page 1 
handheld wireless telephone or wireless communications 

device with the motion of a single swipe or tap of the driv-

erôs finger. 

(d) A violation of this section is an infraction punisha-

ble by a base fine of twenty dollars ($20) for a first offense 

and fifty dollars ($50) for each subsequent offense. 

(e) This section does not apply to an emergency ser-

vices professional using an electronic wireless communi-

cations device while operating an authorized emergency 

vehicle, as defined in Section 165, in the course and scope 

of his or her duties. 

(f) For the purposes of this section, ñelectronic wire-

less communications deviceò includes, but is not limited 

to, a broadband personal communication device, a special-

ized mobile radio device, a handheld device or laptop com-

puter with mobile data access, a pager, or a two-way mes-

saging device. 

Paragraph (a) is scary. It says ñA person shall not 
drive a motor vehicle while holding and operating a 

handheld wireless telephone or electronic wireless com-

munications device,ò which could refer to a mobile radio 

microphone in addition to an HT. If it referred only to an 

HT, the paragraph would say, ñoperating a handheld 

wireless telephone or handheld electronic wireless com-

munications device. The exclusion of that second 

ñhandheldò is concerning, and an officer (and maybe a 

judge) could rule that operating a mobile radio is a bad 

thing. But because the paragraph also says ñholding,ò and 

the driver would not be holding the entire device (mobile 
radio), a proper interpretation (in my opinion) would al-

low us to operate a mobile radio, whether or not 

ñhandheldò is stated. 

The same concern applies to paragraphs (c) and (c)

(1) and (c)(2). 

Donôt scold a police officer or deputy if you see him 
using a cellphone while driving a black-and-white. Para-

graph (e) allows it! 

Paragraph (f) brings back the scare. It says that an 

ñelectronic wireless communications deviceò includes a 

specialized mobile radio device, which could, in my 

opinion, refer to a mobile ham radio. 

In spite of what CHP Officer Olivera said, this new 
law, in my opinion, explicitly prohibits us from operating 

an HT while driving, and could also prevent us from us-

ing our mobile radios as well. Itôs a matter of interpreta-

tion. By the way, paragraph (f) also says we canôt operate 

a pager while driving, so, if you receive an OCRACES 

activation page, donôt read it until you have parked! 

Download the FEMA App, available for Apple, An-
droid, and Blackberry mobile devices. Features include: 

¶ Alerts from the National Weather Service: Receive se-

vere weather alerts for up to five locations across the 
U.S. and see information about how to stay safe. 

¶ Disaster Report: Upload and share photos of damage 

and recovery efforts. The purpose of the FEMA Disaster 
Reporter is to crowdsource and share disaster-related 
information for events occurring within the United 
States, allowing citizens, first responders, emergency 
managers, community response & recovery teams, and 
others to view and contribute information on a publicly 
accessible map. The Disaster Reporter is a feature in the 
FEMA App that allows users to take a photograph in a 
disaster area and submit it, along with a short text de-
scription. All approved disaster-related photos and text 
are posted. 

¶ Maps of disaster resources: Locate and receive driving 

directions to open shelters and disaster recovery centers. 

¶ Apply for assistance: Easily access DisasterAssistance.gov to apply for federal disaster assistance. 

¶ Custom emergency safety information: Save a custom list of the items in your familyôs emergency kit, as well as the 

places you will meet in case of an emergency. 

¶ Safety tips: Receive safety and preparedness reminders and learn how to stay safe before, during, and after over 20 

types of hazards, including floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, and earthquakes. 

¶ Information in Spanish: Easily toggle between English and Spanish for all features of the app. 

FEMA Mobile App Is Available for Download 
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The next OCRACES meeting will be on Monday, February 6, 2017, at 7:30 PM, at OCSD Communications & Tech-

nology Division, 840 N. Eckhoff Street, Suite 104, in Orange. Our featured speaker at this meeting will be OCRACES 

Training Sergeant Tom Tracey, KC6FIC, who will cover various training topics, including some very interesting obser-

vation procedures. 

Next OCRACES Meeting: February 6th 

On Saturday, January 20, 2017, OCSD Emergency Communica-

tions Manager Lee Kaser, KK6VIV, informed OCRACES Chief Ra-

dio Officer Ken Bourne, W6HK, that OCSD Emergency Manage-

ment Division was going to activate the Orange County EOC at a 

low level the next morning (Sunday, January 21st) at 1000 hours, due 

to the pending major winter storm with expected flooding, debris 

flows, mudslides, downed trees, road closures, power outages, prop-

erty damage, and evacuations. Anticipated continuous rainfall was 

expected to exceed 3-5 inches within a 24-hour period. OCSD/EMD 

Director Donna Boston asked that the EOC RACES Room be staffed 

beginning at 1000 hours on Sunday. After receiving Leeôs infor-

mation, Ken sent an e-mail to all members, requesting availability. 

Based on the response, Ken assigned Tom Riley, K6TPR, to the first 

shift. The EOC was indeed activated at 1000 hours on Sunday and 

the Public Information Hotline was staffed. Tom arrived at the EOC 

RACES Room at 0930 hours and worked for more than three hours. 

After church, Ken arrived about noon and stayed about six hours, 

coordinating with the EOC Command Center and keeping tabs on 

shifts. OCSD/EMD indicated that OCRACES could stand down at 

2200 hours, but might need staffing the next morning. At 1436 hours, 

the National Weather Service in San Diego issued a Flash Flood 

Warning for Orange County. Fran Needham, KJ6UJS, arrived at 

about 1420 hours on Sunday and stayed for several hours. Fran greet-

ed Sgt. Jack Barth, AB6VC, who arrived at about 1730 hours. OCSD 

EMD released Fran and Jack at about 2100 hours, and asked Fran to 

return at 0900 hours on Monday. Fran arrived before 0900 hours on 

Monday, and expected to work until 1300 hours, at which time he 

would be relieved by Ken Tucker, WF6F. Fran was soon informed 

that the EOC was deactivating at 0930 hours, at which time OCRA-

CES deactivated, and Ken Tucker did not need to report for sched-

uled duty. 

Several cities had also activated their EOCs, and some city RAC-

ES units were activated. Some roadways were flooded and power 

outages and downed trees were also reported throughout the County. 

The 146.895 MHz and 448.320 MHz OCRACES repeaters were monitored for field reports throughout the activation. 

Members who are not deployed to the EOC during a weather activation are encouraged to report their observations of 

heavy weather conditions and damage to the EOC via the repeater. 

OCRACES Activates for Winter Storm 

City/County RACES Meeting: Feb. 13th 
The next City/County RACES & MOU meeting will be on Monday, February 13, 2017, at 7:30 PM, at 840 N. Eck-

hoff Street, Suite 104, in Orange. At this meeting we will discuss plans for upcoming ACS exercises. Each agency repre-

sentative is invited to give a brief report of current activities. 

Tom Riley, K6TPR, is ready to receive field reports 

via the 2-meter OCRACES repeater during the Jan-

uary 21st Winter Storm activation. 

RACES Sgt. Jack Barth, AB6VC (left), and Fran 

Needham, KJ6UJS, in the EOC RACES Room for 

the January 21st Winter Storm activation. 


